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puszezono niewielkg serie brazéw PQMAIQ, lecz byl to jedynie izolowany
przypadek emisji brazéw, ktory wyprzedzal pézniejsze, wladciwe emisje:
republikanskie®®. Z kolei problemy natury finansowej, jakie wywolala
ucigzliwa wojna z Pyrrusem, doprowadzily do powstania rzymskiego
pienigdza wybijanego ze srebra, a opartego ze zrozumialych wzgledéw
na wzorach kampanskich. Pewng role odegralo w tym réwniez zawarcie:
przymierza z fenicksg Kartaging, ktére wplynelo na poprawe sytuacji
kruszecowej w panstwie rzymskim. Dopiero jednak okres drugiej wojny
punickiej przyniést wieksze zmiany w republikanskim mennictwie i do-
prowadzil do pelmej konsolidacji, na nowych podstawach, systemu mo-
netarnego*4.
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EARLY ROMAN ECONOMY AND THE ORIGINS
OF MONETARY SYSTEM

Summary

In early Rome possessing cattle was not only a particular form of expressing the:
social position but it also played a role in premonetary exchange as a substitute for -
money. In course of time cattle lost its role and gave way to non monetary ore. Stilk
the lex Aternia Tarpeia and the lex Menenia Sestia gave penalties in the form of cattle,
while the leges duodecim tabularum gave penalties in copper ore. This change indicates.
a new stage of socio-economic relations.

It is proper to accept the middle of the 5t century B.C. for terminus post quem of
the transition in Roman legislation towards penalties in the form of ore, and not — as
it has been considered so far — at the time when the lex Papiria ITulia was laid down.

The works of ancient historiographers, including Livius, let us assume that common
metals played a role in the économic life of Roman society relatively early.

One should accept the fact that the value of asses in the 4%h and the 3'd, and even
in the 5t century B.C. was measured in term of the weight of copper ore.

The last paragraphs of the article are devoted to the beginnings of the monetary
exchange in Rome. The author emphasizes that in its history Italy did not have its
own resources of monetary metals, and only the alliance with Carthage improved the
gituation in this field.

Although the first series of Roman bronze coins was emitted at about 326 C.B., it
was the period of Punie wars that brought great changes in Roman mints, and finally
the new monetary system was established at the end of the 3™ century B.C.
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